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News and Events 
IRiS Project Update 
With three Datatel consultants on campus last week, 
three training teams learned much about the new 
Colleague software system and GSU’s new portal.  
 
The teams made substantial progress toward IRiS 
Project goals:  
 The Portal Development Team has 
built the shell framework for GSU’s new portal – myGSU.  
 The Recruitment and Admissions team focused on best 
practice processes and procedures for the entire 
admissions cycle.  
 And the Finance Operations Process Team learned how to 
maintain internal control standards and establish an 
easy-to-follow audit trail through integration.  
This week, the Advancement/Alumni Team will complete four days of training. 
Today, Tuesday, and Wednesday, the team will learn how to manage individual 
and organization demographics, about privacy and security codes in Colleague, 
and how to segment constituents. On Thursday, the CORE Team joins the 
Advancement team to learn about and discuss Data Custodianship in Colleague.  
 
Also this week, Data Migration sessions commence. Preparation to move GSU’s 
“legacy” data begins as Human Resources and Advancement attend remote 
consulting sessions.   
  
Convocation – This Wednesday 
Don’t miss Convocation 2010 on Wednesday, September 15, in Sherman Hall. 
Everyone is welcome to come a bit early for a mini ice cream social. The event 
will start promptly at 2:30 p.m. 
 
President Maimon will discuss the exciting year ahead in her State of the 
University address. The campus will also have the chance to meet the new 
Provost, Dr. Terry Allison, who will MC the event. This year’s Baysore Award 
winner will be announced to the employee who best demonstrates the qualities of 
absolute integrity, total competence, generous dedication, and unfailing civility. 
 
 Also new this year, the Excellence Award winners will be announced at the 
event, rather than beforehand. All students, faculty, and staff are invited to attend. 
 
Download the event program.  
  
How Sweet It Is! 
It is very sweet that members of the GSU community have the opportunity to 
support the many facets of the university - from the scholarship funds to The 
Center for Performing Arts - through the Campus Community Campaign.  
 
The annual campaign kicks on Thursday, September 16, at noon, in the cafeteria 
with music and sweet treats. A dessert bar, open to participants, will be offered in 
the cafeteria annex. Qualified new and continuing donors will receive a sweet gift 
from the GSU Foundation.  
 
For more information, contact Jackie Small at ext. 2188.  
  
Dealing with Anxiety 
Are you stressed out? GSU will present a stress management workshop, Dealing 
with College Anxiety, on Tuesday, September 14, from noon to 1 p.m., in room 
B1241, and 6 to 7 p.m., in room B1215. Workshop participants will have access 
to written materials and other information on time management, study skills, and 
test anxiety. 
 
The GSU Academic Resource Center sponsors the workshop, which is free and 
open to members of the GSU community. Refreshments will be served. For more 
information, contact Tamekia Scott at ext. 2228. 
  
Learn From the Experts 
Hearing from experts in the field is often the best learning opportunity. The 
Master of Public Administration Club is sponsoring a panel discussion by village 
managers on their roles in communities they serve.  
 
The discussion will be held on September 15, from 6 to 7:30 p.m., in the Hall of 
Honors. It is free and open to the public. 
 
Panel members include Thomas Mick, village manager of Park Forest; Mark 
Franz, village manager of Homewood; Scott Niehaus, village manager of Tinley 
Park; and Bridget Watchel, village manager of Flossmoor.  
  
Bump, Set, Spike 
The GSU’s Women’s volleyball team is conducting player tryouts to finalize their 
team roster. All currently enrolled GSU female students with volleyball 
experience are encouraged to attend the evaluation session in the gymnasium on 
Thursday, September 16, from 5 to 7 p.m. For more information, contact Dean 
Jennings in the Recreation and Fitness Center at 708.534.4945. 
  
Computer Science, At Your Service 
The Computer Science (CS) program at GSU has an offer for you. The program 
is seeking computer science projects for students. Any unit on campus or business 
off campus with a programming problem or procedure that would benefit from a 
computer science solution may be eligible to have eager GSU students working to 
develop the answer.  
 
According to Dr. Steve Shih, no problem is too big or too small. If the proposed 
computer science project is deemed eligible, CS students and professors will 
work with the client to determine the scope of their work and the desired result. 
 
Projects need not be limited in length to one semester. The goal of the CS 
students is to gain valuable hands on experience and the goal of the client is to 
improve and streamline a procedure and achieve an effective “paperless” process 
as a result.  
 
The CS students’ work is not in competition with the new IRiS system currently 
in development. The Computer Science program is seeking projects that fall 
outside the realm of IRiS. 
 
For more information, or to make a proposal, contact Dr. Steve Shih.  
  
Refinancing Tips 
The intricacies and benefits of refinancing a mortgage will be discussed at a 
seminar on September 15, from 3 to 3:45 p.m., in Engbretson Hall. This event is 
free, open to the GSU community, and co-sponsored by Student Life and 
Citibank.  
  
Restorative Justice Week Presentations 
Restorative Justice at GSU is a weeklong series of informative presentations, 
demonstrations, and discussions that define restorative justice. Participants will 
learn how it works, how to initiate restorative justice practices, victim offender 
conferencing and the peer jury, and its importance in helping create more 
effective conflict resolution procedures in schools, at home, at work, and in 
communities. 
 
Presentations are from September 20 through 23, from 3 to 4:20 p.m., in the 
Cafeteria Annex. Each presentation is free and open to the public. Advance 
registration is not necessary.  
 
Restorative Justice Week is sponsored by a grant from the GSU Intellectual Life 
Committee. For more information, contact Joanne Smith at ext. 2233.   
  
Global Preparation 
Working for companies and organizations in the 21
st
 Century requires employees 
to be globally competitive. To help prepare students to work in a global 
environment, the Office of International Services is sponsoring a workshop on 
Thursday, September 23, from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m., in Engbretson Hall. 
 
How to Gain International Experience While on Campus, Abroad While at 
School and Outside the School Environment will explore the global competencies 
and explain how to assess and apply them in a work environment.  
 
Students are encouraged to attend and professors are asked to encourage their 
students to explore new horizons. This event is free and open to the public.  
  
Playing the Market 
The Office of Economic Education of the College of Business and Public 
Administration is hosting a workshop to prepare teachers of grades five through 
12 to lead their classes in the Stock Market Game.  
 
The Stock Market Game is an online investing simulation in which teams of 
students start with $100,000 in imaginary money. They can buy and sell stocks, 
bonds, and mutual funds during the game. According to Sheryl Soltz Gallaher, 
Director of the Office of Economic Education, the Stock Market Game is a great 
way for students to enhance their reading and math skills through real-life 
experiences.  
 
The workshop is on Tuesday, September 21, from 1 to 4 p.m., on campus. The 
workshop is free. There is also no cost for participation in the Stock Market 
Game.  
  
 
 
Volunteerism Learning on Campus 
GSU is hosting the Illinois Campus Compact Regional Dialogue on September 
23, from 3 to 6 p.m., in E Lounge. The discussion will 
bring together 43 representatives from colleges and 
universities from across the State to discuss 
volunteerism and service learning in higher education. 
 
The main focus of the meeting will be globalization and 
service learning with addresses by Dr. Deb Bordelon, 
Dean of the College of Education at GSU, and Dr. Mick 
Sanders of Elmhurst College. This meeting is open to students, faculty, and 
staff.   
  
Family Fun Fair 
Family fun is coming to GSU on September 25. Students can bring their families 
and enjoy activities that include games, arts and crafts, balloon sculptures, and 
caricature drawings, from 4 to 7 p.m., in D Lot. At 7 (or sundown), pull the car 
into E Lot, roll down the window, and enjoy The Karate Kid starring Jackie Chan 
and Jaden Smith, with your family.  
  
Drive by Book Drop Off 
Tired of looking at those dusty books in your bookcases? Or tripping over boxes 
of books stored in the garage?  
 
Put those books to good use on Thursday, September 
23. The GSU Friends of the Library is providing 
curbside collection of donated books from noon to 5 
p.m., in the circle drive, front entrance. The Friends will 
lift the books from your car and cart them away. They 
will even provide a donation slip for those who would 
like a letter from the GSU Foundation for tax purposes. 
 
The Friends will use the donated books in several ways. 
Volumes may be added to the library collection, sold in the book sale or on 
Amazon.com, or recycled. All funds raised are used to benefit the GSU Library.  
 
For more information, contact Pam Taylor. 
  
Graduate Student Panel 
The Psychology Club is sponsoring a Graduate Student Panel to 
answer questions about what it takes to get into graduate school and 
what to expect once you are a student on Wednesday, September 
22, at 5 p.m., in room G262. Cookies will be served.  
  
Pierre Courts Danger 
  
Pierre had an exciting 
time vacationing with Dr. 
Terry Allison, GSU’s 
new Provost. He courted 
danger as he traveled through Pasadena’s 
Huntington 
Gardens where 
a statue tried to 
eat him and 
cacti needles 
barred his way.  
 
Pierre remained 
intrepid. He did not let a 
little thing like a “Do Not 
Enter” sign deter him. The 
bear in Jackson Hole, 
Wyoming, who mistook him 
for lunch, however, did 
make him pause. 
 
Finally, Pierre took some 
time out of his Jack Bauer-like existence. He relaxed and 
smelled the flowers, recuperating and preparing for his next 
adventure.   
We hope you continue to 
enjoy the photos of Pierre on 
vacation. While the contest is 
over, GSU will continue to 
run images of Pierre so keep sending them in – just 
for the fun of seeing what he’s up to.  
 Contest results should be in 
soon. There were so many great entries that the judges are still deliberating.   
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